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General information on Social Security retirement benefits 
SSA Publication No. 05-10035. October 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10035.html

A “Snapshot.” SSA Publication No. 05-10006. April 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10006.html

Social Security Retirement Planner
http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/

How benefits are calculated
How You Earn Credits. SSA Publication No. 05-10072. June 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10072.html

Understanding the Benefits. SSA Publication No. 05-10024. May 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10024.html

Your Retirement Benefit: How It Is Figured.
SSA Publication No. 05-10070. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10070.html

Social Security Benefit Amounts. 
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/COLA/Benefits.html

Full retirement age and benefit reductions by year of birth.
http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/agereduction.htm

Maximum taxable earnings, 1937-2009.
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/COLA/cbb.html

Questions about the Social Security Statement
http://www.ssa.gov/mystatement/

How To Correct Your Social Security Earnings Record. 
SSA Publication No. 05-10081. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10081.html

Special situations
If You Are Self-Employed. SSA Publication No. 05-10022. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10022.html

When You Retire From Your Own Business: What You Need to Know. 
SSA Publication No. 05-10038. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10038.html

How State And Local Government Employees Are Covered By Social Security  
And Medicare. SSA Publication No. 05-10051. June 2007.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10051.html

References and Further 
Reading
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If You Work For A Nonprofit Organization. 
SSA Publication No. 05-10027. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10027.html

Windfall Elimination Provision. SSA Publication No. 05-10045. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10045.html

Government Pension Offset. SSA Publication No. 05-10007. May, 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10007.html

How International Agreements Can Help You. 
SSA Publication No. 05-10180. June 2006.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10180.html

Military Service And Social Security 2008. 
SSA Publication No. 05-10017. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10017.html

Special Payments After Retirement. SSA Publication No. 05-10063. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10063.html

Benefit calculators
SSA benefit calculators
http://www.ssa.gov/planners/benefitcalculators.htm

Retirement Estimator
http://www.ssa.gov/planners/calculators.htm

Online Retirement Estimator. SSA Publication No. 05-10510. July 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10510.html

How To Use The Online Retirement Estimator. SSA Publication No. 05-10511. July 2008
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10511.html

Full retirement age calculator based on year of birth
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/ageincrease.htm

Early or late retirement calculator
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/quickcalc/early_late.html

Retirement earnings test calculator
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/COLA/RTeffect.html

Windfall Elimination Provision online calculator
http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/anyPiaWepjs04.htm

When to claim benefits
When To Start Receiving Retirement Benefits. SSA Publication No. 05-10147. July 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10147.html

Delayed retirement credits. 
http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/delayret.htm.

Other things to consider. 
http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/otherthings.htm.

“Rethinking Social Security Claiming in a 401(k) World,” by James I. Mahaney and  
Peter C. Carlson, Pension Research Council Working Paper. Pension Research Council.  
The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania. August 2007.
http://oregonpers.info/docs/articles/SSAN_timing_07-8-1.pdf

“Taking Social Security Too Soon Can Cost You” by Emily Brandon, U.S. News and World Report. 
January 9, 2008.
http://www.usnews.com/articles/business/retirement/2008/01/09/taking-social-security-too-soon-can-
cost-you.html
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Center for Retirement Research at Boston College.
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U.S. News and World Report. April 9, 2008.
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html

“A Guide to Starting Social Security Benefits,” by Richard L. Kaplan, Research Paper  
No. LE08-025, Illinois Law and Economics Research Papers Series. July-August 2008.
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1192902

“Have People Delayed Claiming Retirement Benefits? Responses to Changes in Social Security 
Rules,” by Jae Song and Joyce Manchester, Social Security Bulletin • Vol. 67. 2007.
http://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/ssb/v67n2/v67n2p1.pdf

“Choosing Early or Normal-Age Social Security Benefits: Factors to Consider,”  
Mimi Lord, TIAA-CREF Institute. August, 2002.
http://www.tiaa-crefinstitute.org/research/articles/docs/080002.pdf

Working and Social Security benefits
How Work Affects Your Benefits. SSA Publication No. 05-10069. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10069.html

“How Working Affects Retirement Benefits” by Emily Brandon, 
U.S. News and World Report. January 9, 2008.
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Coordinating spousal benefits
Benefits for your spouse. 
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/yourspouse.htm

Benefits for your divorced spouse. 
http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/yourdivspouse.htm

“Marriage and Social Security Benefits” by Emily Brandon, 
U.S. News and World Report. January 9, 2008.
http://www.usnews.com/articles/business/retirement/2008/01/09/marriage-and-social-security-
benefits.html

“Social Security’s ‘File and Suspend’ Plan Yields More” by Humberto Cruz,  
Tribune Media Services. January 30, 2008.
http://www.azstarnet.com/sn/business/222756.php

“Spousal and Survivor Elections of Normal Versus Early Retirement Benefits”  
by Thomas G. Walsh, Visiting Scholar, TIAA-CREF Institute. July 1, 2002.
http://www.tiaa-crefinstitute.org/research/papers/070102b.html

“When Should Married Men Claim Social Security Benefits?” by Steven A. Sass, Wei Sun,  
and Anthony Webb, Center for Retirement Research at Boston College. March 2008.
http://crr.bc.edu/images/stories/Briefs/ib_8-4.pdf?phpMyAdmin=43ac483c4de9t51d9eb41

“Working Wives Reduce Social Security Replacement Rates” by Alicia H. Munnell, Geoffrey 
Sanzenbacher, and Mauricio Soto, Center for Retirement Research at Boston College.  
October 2007.
http://crr.bc.edu/images/stories/Briefs/ib_7-15.pdf?phpMyAdmin=43ac483c4de9t51d9eb41

“Husbands Should Consider Delaying Social Security Benefits” by Sandra Block, 
USA Today, January 15, 2008.
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“Spousal and Survivor Elections of Normal Versus Early Retirement Benefits.” Thomas G. Walsh, 
TIAA-CREF Institute, July 2003.
http://www.tiaa-crefinstitute.org/research/papers/docs/070102b.pdf

Survivor benefits
Survivors Benefits. SSA Publication No. 05-10084. May 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10084.html

How Social Security Can Help You When A Family Member Dies. 
SSA Publication No. 05-10008. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10008.html

Survivors Planner
http://www.ssa.gov/survivorplan/index.htm

Dependents benefits
Benefits For Children. SSA Publication No. 05-10085. September 2004.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10085.html

Cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs)
2009 COLAs
http://www.ssa.gov/pressoffice/colafacts.htm

Overview of COLAs
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/COLA/colasummary.html

How Social Security calculates COLAs 
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/COLA/colaapplic.html
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Automatic Increases. 
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/COLA/index.html

Latest COLA
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/COLA/latestCOLA.html

2009 Social Security Changes
http://www.ssa.gov/pressoffice/factsheets/colafacts2009.htm

COLA estimates by Social Security trustees
http://www.ssa.gov/cgi-bin/bri.cgi

Historical COLAs going back to 1975
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/COLA/colaseries.html

CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) going back to 1974 
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/STATS/cpiw.html

“Social Security Recipients Will Get Bigger Checks Next Year” by Emily Brandon, 
U.S. News and World Report. October 17, 2008.
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http://crr.bc.edu/images/stories/ib_8-15.pdf

General inflation information — lots of interesting data
http://www.inflationdata.com

City cost of living calculator 
http://inflationdata.com/Inflation/Cost_of_Living/Cost_of_Living_Calculator.asp

Taxation of benefits
IRS Publication 915, “Social Security and Equivalent Railroad Retirement Benefits.” 
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p915/index.html

IRS Publication 554, “Tax Guide for Seniors.”
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p554/index.html

“Social Security: History and Calculation of Taxing Benefits” by Congressional Research Service. 
October 21, 2008.
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL32552_20081021.pdf
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Sumutka, Andrew M. Sumutka, and Gina S. Margarido, the CPA Online Journal. 2006.
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“Variation in Marginal Tax Rates Around Retirement and the Return to Saving in  
Tax-Favored Accounts,” by Tonja Bowen Bishop. MIT. November, 2008.
http://econ-www.mit.edu/files/3434

Women and Social Security
What Every Woman Should Know. SSA Publication No. 05-10127. October 2007.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10127.html

“Women and Social Security,” American Academy of Actuaries Issue Brief. June 2007.
http://www.actuary.org/pdf/socialsecurity/women_07.pdf

“Why Do Women Claim Social Security Benefits So Early?” by Alicia H. Munnell and  
Mauricio Soto, Center for Retirement Research at Boston College. October 2005.
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“Social Security: Why Boomer Women Need More,” by Heidi Hartmann, excerpted from  
Baby Boomer Women: Secure Futures or Not? 2006.
http://www.genpolicy.com/2006_journal/p_files/social_security.pdf

How to apply for benefits
Apply Online For Social Security Benefits, SSA Publication No. 05-10032, September 2008
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10032.html

Social Security Forms
http://www.ssa.gov/online/

What You Need To Know When You Get Retirement Or Survivors Benefits.  
SSA Publication No. 05-10077. January 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10077.html

A Guide For Representative Payees. SSA Publication No. 05-10076. February 2006.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10076.html

Moving? Save Time—Change Your Address Online. 
SSA Publication No. 05-10028. October 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10028.html

Overpayments. SSA Publication No. 05-10098. October 2007.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10098.html

What You Can Do Online. SSA Publication No. 05-10121. July 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10121.html

Medicare
Medicare. SSA Publication No. 05-10043. May 2008.
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10043.html

Medicare Resources
http://www.ssa.gov/mediinfo.htm
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